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“LEST THE LIGHT ... SHOULD
SHINE UNTO THEM”

Wayne Jones

INTRODUCTION1

Walk in the light. What a wonderful and oft abused concept. For
many, walking in the light is the equivalent to the heresy of “once
saved, always saved.” They would contend that anything done under
the banner of honesty, and with the right “spirit,” constitutes walking
in the light. Consequently, their thinking is that even if the practice
itself is sinful and unauthorized, the blood of Christ will cover it
because I am walking in the light. Such attitudes leave the door open
for any and all manner of additions and subtractions to what God has
declared. Such a view is not what John intended when he penned the
words of 1 John 1:7-9.

On the other hand, some have confined walking in the light to a
seemingly impossible task that is doomed for failure no matter how
faithful the one tries to be. For far too many, walking in the light is
similar to walking a tight rope. They have been conditioned to believe
that one misstep and they are once again consumed in darkness.
Fearfully, like the one talent man of Matthew 25, those who hold this
view of Christianity will become discouraged with their own imperfec-
tions and assume that God is angry with them all the time.

We are indebted to brother Hicks and the elders of the Southside
congregation for their decision to look deeply into this misunderstood
topic. It is our prayer that faithful Christians the world over will benefit
from this study and that those walking in darkness will not have the
light hidden from them, but that they might come to know the Light of
the world Who can and will take away their sins.
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Our assignment comes from a phrase found in 2 Corinthians 4:4
which pertains to the plight of some who need the light of the Gospel,
but for one or more reasons they are unable to see it. What a terrible
thought! The Scriptures often use the concepts of light and darkness to
contrast a life lived in sin to a life lived in fellowship with God. It is in
the light where forgiveness is found (1 Jn. 1:7-9). Light is the residing
place for all who have been translated in the kingdom of God (Col.
1:12-15). Spiritual light is the source of life and immortality (2 Tim.
1:10). Conversely, darkness represents no forgiveness, no divine
fellowship, and no eternal life. To fail to see the light is to fail
miserably. A man may go through life and never see the beauty of a
West Texas sunset or the snow-capped Rocky Mountains, but a man
who fails to see the beauty of God in the Light of His Word has failed
to see the most important thing in life.

In order that we might effectively cover the various aspects of this
text and its ramifications in our lives, we will divide our study into
three different sections. First, we will consider the backdrop to the text
assigned. Once we have adequately set the stage, we will consider the
villain and the veil, which are discussed in 2 Corinthians 4:4.

THE BACKDROP TO OUR TEXT

Change is difficult for most people. Even if a habit or custom has
only been practiced for a few months, breaking it and replacing it with
something else can seem nearly impossible. When it came time for a
“change of the law” (Heb. 7:12), the difficulty was evident. While we
might be quick to look disparagingly on the people of the Jewish nation
for their unwillingness to simply let go of the past and move forward
into the “perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25), we should stop to take stock
of what they were giving up, and the great difficulty this change would
bring to their lives. From the time of the exodus through the period of
the judges to the exile and the return, Jewish life had centered upon the
ceremony, rites, and observances of the old law. Their entire social and
economic structure was based on the various allowances and prohibi-
tions detailed in the law. Their calendars, travel plans, and “vacation”
times were an outgrowth of the Mosaic system. Generation after
generation had (in some form or another) ascribed to this law and,
especially since the time of the restoration, the law had taken supreme
importance in the lives of Jewish leaders.
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Suddenly, a carpenter’s son from lowly Nazareth came claiming to
be the fulfillment of that law. Also, He appeared to know more about
this law than anyone else. Unlearned and uneducated in the eyes of
most, this self-proclaimed Messiah began to call for heartfelt conver-
sion as opposed to ritualistic, mindless performance. He hinted at a new
law, new worship places, and a new kingdom. All this would require
drastic change from the old ways. What was the Jewish response? They
resisted. They tried to find fault with Him. They tried to negate His
teachings by catching Him in contradictions and by pitting Him against
other religious instructors. They made Him out to be morally debased.
Yet all of their accusations were without evidence or foundation. When
all else failed they lied about Him, belittled Him, and killed Him. They
did all this because of a stern and unyielding opposition to change.

The relentless attacks of the Pharisees toward Jesus’ teaching and
claims did not end with the cross. With their faith rejuvenated after the
resurrection, Jesus’ disciples began to fulfill their Master’s last
commission, i.e., to go into the world and teach His message to all men.
They were sent to turn the world upside down and bring all men into
the new kingdom through adherence to the new law. Early in their
pursuits, they were warned, then beaten by the same people that had
initially rejected the Christ (Acts 4:5-22; 5:17-40). Going forward from
these events, there were numerous attempts by the Jewish leaders to
stop the progress of Christianity. The antagonistic efforts of those
attempting to stop the spread of the Gospel only led to more teaching
in more places by more people (Acts 8:1ff). Those opposed to
Christianity remained resistant to change, despite the thousands of
honest hearts that accepted and obeyed the Gospel of Christ.

Even among those who believed in the deity of Christ, and who
accepted the validity of the need for change, there were those who
resisted complete change. Understanding the need for salvation in
Christ, but still desperately clinging to the old law, many sought to
combine the two systems. In doing so, they openly attacked the
message of the Gospel. That message was that salvation comes only
through Christ—not through the adherence to the old law. Despite the
plain revelation that the Law of Moses had been abolished, the
“Judaizers” plagued the first century church with their blend of Moses
and Christ. Circumcision was an issue that these Jewish converts often
centered on because it represented the true physical distinction between
them and the Gentile world. Their rejection of the Gospel system of
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faith without Jewish additions was based on a refusal to give up their
claim as God’s “chosen people.” As a result, the books of Romans,
Galatians, and Hebrews were written to emphasize the roles of Moses’
law and the nation of Israel in God’s plan to bring forth the Messiah,
and to establish the supremacy of Christ’s law as the final authority.

Despite the relentless attacks on the doctrine of Christ, Christianity
still spread like wildfire through the first century world. The response
of the Judaizers was to attack the messenger along with the message.
One of the chief messengers was the apostle Paul. His endorsement of
Christianity—and his preaching that the old covenant had been
abolished—was extremely detrimental to their cause. After all, Paul
used to be one of them. He was not merely a Jew. Paul was “a Hebrew
of the Hebrews” (Phil. 3:5), one who had trained at the feet of Gamaliel
(Acts 22:3). In line with the Judaizers’ thinking, if ever a preacher
needed to be discredited, it had to be the one who had once persecuted
the church and had done so because he sincerely wanted to keep God’s
law and receive His blessings. There were attacks on Paul credibility,
his morality, his sincerity, and his authority. Often, he had to give space
in his letters to deal with his critics who apparently followed him from
location to location in order to cause him harm and/or to negate his
teachings. In matters such as this, Paul experienced many of the same
things that Christ experienced while preaching and teaching about the
kingdom.

In the opening chapters of 2 Corinthians, Paul defended himself
and his teachings. His claim of sincerity (2 Cor. 2:17) was, no doubt,
an answer to those who would unfoundedly accuse him of being less
than sincere. Yet, once he claimed to be sincere, his critics would, no
doubt, use this claim to label Paul as self-promoting and prideful. Thus,
as 2 Corinthians 3 opens, Paul settles that question by asking two
rhetorical questions. First, was it necessary for him to commend
himself to the Corinthians? Second, did he need letters of recommenda-
tion so that the Corinthians would believe him? Letters of commenda-
tion were commonly circulated through the Graeco-Roman world.2 Paul
had carried similar letters implying authority while persecuting the
early church (Acts 9:2). Yet, when it came to his preaching the Gospel
of Christ, Paul did not need any such written endorsement. In reality,
the Corinthians (and many others in the places where Paul had
preached) had written Paul’s recommendation letter by their obedience
to the Gospel and their acceptance of him as an apostle.
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Once he had proved his rightful place as a trustworthy messenger
of God, Paul set out to offer a defense of the message he delivered. He
accomplished this goal through very vivid and beautiful language (cf.
2 Cor. 3:7-18). One main point of emphasis was the unshielded glory
of the new covenant in contrast to the veiled glory of God in the old
covenant. It is not that God was not glorious, but that man, except on
rare occasions, was unable physically and metaphorically to see the
fullness of God’s glory. There was the time when Moses was in the
presence of God. As a result, his face shone so bright that he wore a
veil when addressing the people (Ex. 34:32-35). Likewise, the high
priest was able to meet God at the mercy seat and dwell in His presence
while making atonement for sins, but all of this happened behind the
veil that physically separated the holy place from the holy of holies and
representatively separated the people from their God and His full glory.

In contrast to the old law with its veiled glory (the very law that the
Judaizing teachers were pressing the Christians at Corinth and other
places to embrace), the new law could provide an unveiled relationship
with God. Whereas the old law said, “Keep out” and “Do not enter,”
the new law said: “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace”
(Heb. 4:16). Not only is there the opportunity to see it and to dwell in
it, but the Christian can also partake in this glory. Paul sums up
2 Corinthians 3, saying: “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor.
3:18).

Being a chosen spokesman for this message of hope and light, Paul
made it clear that quitting was no option (2 Cor. 4:1). No matter how
vicious the personal attacks became, he could not afford to give up or
lose heart. This ministry—the ministry of writing on the hearts of men
rather than stone tablets—was to Paul, the most rewarding and
important ministry in the world. It was worth the disdain in which he
was held and the manner in which he was so often treated.

Despite the depths and riches of the Gospel, and despite the clarity
with which it was preached, to some the Gospel was still hidden or
veiled. This is what Paul meant when he wrote: “But even if our gospel
is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god
of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them”
(2 Cor. 4:3-4). By using a play on words, Paul contends that the Gospel
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(that should have been easy to see due to the glorious nature of the God
Who authored it) was actually still covered, veiled, or hidden to some.
Therefore, by putting a veil over the Gospel, some were unable to
benefit from the light that is produced. Where would that leave them
but in the dark where there was shame, no forgiveness, and a veiled
view of God?

How could that be? If Paul and others were traveling to distant
lands and boldly proclaiming the Gospel message, and the fullness of
God’s glory shone through that message, how could that Gospel remain
hidden or veiled? The answer does not lie in the message or in the
messenger, but in those who do not believe—and, in the effect “the god
of this age” has had on their minds.

THE VILLIAN

It seems clear that Paul’s reference to “the god of this age” (2 Cor.
4:4) is a direct reference to Satan. Although some commentators, such
as Adam Clarke, have vehemently opposed this view,3 this writer
contends that Satan is under consideration in this passage. If the Bible
truly is its own best commentary, then passages within it, such as John
12:31 and Ephesians 2:2, settle the issue for us. In those passages,
Satan is identified as “the ruler of this world” and the “prince of the
power of the air,” respectively. We must be careful in our understand-
ing of these descriptions. Otherwise, we may attribute more power to
Satan than he has ever had and promote him to being on an “archen-
emy” par with God. In my opinion, the Bible does not teach that about
Satan.

Satan possessed a certain measure of power over the first century
world. During the wilderness encounter with Jesus, Satan took Jesus up
to the mountain top and offered Him control over all the kingdoms of
the earth (Mt. 4:8-10; Lk. 4:5-6). While some have suggested that
Satan’s offer was bogus, and that he was merely living up to Christ’s
description of him as the “father of lies,” this writer does not hold to
that theory. A temptation is a temptation. If Satan could not deliver
what he offered, and Christ knew it, then it could not be a temptation.
In reality, what Satan was offering to Christ was a short cut around the
cross. By bowing to the devil, Christ could gain a kingdom—like the
one it was thought He came to set up. However, in keeping with
Satan’s way, Jesus could avoid the cross and still obtain that kingdom.
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The idea was wickedly brilliant, but thanks be to God that our Savior
was strong and discerning enough to see the fallacy of the offer.

The real question for Bible students relative to this temptation
pertains to how Satan had control over “all the kingdoms of the world”
(Mt. 4:8). In turn, that question helps us in our consideration of
2 Corinthians 4:4 and like passages (cf. Eph. 2:2; Jn. 12:31). The
answer is simple and directly related to the overall discussion of
2 Corinthians 4—Satan’s control was exercised in the hearts and minds
of men. What Satan was offering to Christ, in this writer’s opinion, was
access to the hearts and minds of the men and women he controlled.
His offer was not for a military kingdom with a palace and a throne.
His offer was to hand over control of the hearts of his subjects to
Christ. By exchanging control of the hearts of men for the worship of
Christ, Satan would not have been giving up rule in the lives of these
people. If he were to rule over Christ, Satan would also continue to rule
over the ones he had handed over to Christ.

Satan’s power as ruler, prince, and god of “this world” or “this age”
needs to be given some serious thought. Unfortunately, these descrip-
tions have led some to perceive Satan as God’s rival thus producing a
relationship between God and the devil similar to those relationships
between fictitious super heroes and their nemeses (i.e., Superman and
Lex Luther, or Batman and the Joker). Yet, the Bible never describes
their relationship is this fashion.

This writer believes Satan was once a faithful angel in the company
of God’s hosts and only fell due to his pride and desire to be on an
equality with God. Consequently, Satan’s power and movements have
always been subject to divine judgment and, when necessary, limited
by divine control. In this arrangement, Satan never really had a chance
to defeat God. Whether he realized it or not, his victory was never
possible. This might explain why Satan so quickly attacked God’s
creation and so violently sought to overthrow the scheme of redemp-
tion. His inability to defeat God was somewhat pacified when he was
able to deceive and manipulate those made in His image and created
after His likeness. So with ruthless and reckless pursuit, Satan turned
his attention to mankind and he has been extremely successful in his
attacks.

Satan’s true desire and hatred for man is revealed and highlighted
in Job 1-2. When all the extras—such as deception, temptation, and
manipulation—were removed and Satan was allowed to directly attack
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man, he showed his true proverbial colors. He took everything Job had
and left him in misery. This, however, was not the way in which he was
allowed to deal with man on a regular basis. The only other time and
situation in which Satan was given freedom to harm men physically
was during the age of demon possession. Demon possession is another
unique circumstance that allowed Satan to harm and invade mankind
physically. Obviously, the phenomenon of demon possession was
permitted and utilized by God to prove Christ’s mastery over the
demonic world, and to illustrate His power over Satan. For a period of
time Satan and those who followed him in the rebellion were given
allowance to hurt mankind, and that was exactly what they did (Mt.
8:28; Lk. 8:27-29). With the exceptions of a very few special circum-
stances and situations, Satan’s power and influence has been extremely
limited, virtually non-existent without human accompaniment.

Sadly, some view Satan as God’s nemesis and ascribe to him as
much power (in the wicked sense) as they do to God (in the righteous
sense). “There is no religious dualism taught in the Bible.”4 Satan’s rule
was and is in the hearts of men because they “let him in” by means of
teaching and influence. Satan’s role as “prince” is linked to a spirit of
disobedience that he fathered in the rebellion. Satan’s mastery is a
reference to demon possession, the national and religious wickedness
that permeated most aspects of first century society, or a combination
of the two. The devil is referred to as “god,” not in terms of the
authority he possesses, but in respect to the position he and his
philosophy earned in the hearts of many in the world. “The devil is
referred to as ‘god’ in the Bible because some people have been
seduced by him” in their minds, not controlled by him in their actions.5

Satan is the ruler and leader in religious rebellion due to his being the
first to attempt a divine coup, and due to his persistent attacks in
turning the minds of men away from the truth of God.

Satan has been, presently is, and forever will be subject to the
authority and rule of God. His rule and dominion is limited. As a result,
man has no Scriptural foundation for attributing his mistakes and
missteps to Satan and his power. Man is tempted when he is lured away
through his own lustful desires and enticed by the pleasures and
pursuits of this world (Jas. 1:13-15). Some go so far in involving Satan
in this process that they say: “He knows our minds, our weakness, and
our struggles and uses them against us.” In this writer’s opinion,
ascribing that type of power to Satan is not supported by the Bible. If
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all temptation is a result of Satan’s personal involvement, or if our
toughest temptations are a result of Satan’s firsthand knowledge of our
thoughts, then he would need to be everywhere (or at least at a
multiplicity of locations) simultaneously, and he would need to look
into the hearts of men just like God does. Such abilities would
necessarily attribute to the devil the Divine powers of omnipresence
and omniscience. No matter what our opinion or understanding of
Satan is, we must be very careful to avoid crediting him with these
kinds of power.

“The god of this age” was and is responsible for the blinding of the
hearts of the unbelievers by virtue of false teachings, and some men’s
susceptibility to be deceived (2 Thess. 2:9-11). The battle that has been
waged between God’s creation and the “prince of the power of the air”
is a battle for the mind. Thus, we are instructed to take extra caution
with what we put into our minds (Mt. 15:18-19). We are encouraged to
guard our minds (Phil. 4:7), renew our minds (Rom. 12:2), and fill our
minds with that which will produce faith (Rom. 10:17). We, therefore,
become our own enemy when we refuse to seek and accept the Truth.

THE VEIL

We have now established that Gospel is hidden to the minds of
those who do not believe, due either to a lack of true knowledge or an
infusion of false teaching. Now, let us identify some of those teachings
or philosophies that blind the minds of some and veil them from the
true glory of God.

Christianity Mixed With Judaism

Christianity mixed with Judaism is the specific false teaching under
consideration in the context of 2 Corinthians 4. As previously noted,
rather than leaving the Mosaic system completely, or rejecting every
tenant of Christianity, many first century Jews attempted to compro-
mise. The result was a man-made religion that had the same effect on
the spiritual health of men as atheism or polytheism. Partial compro-
mise results in complete blindness. The so-called “Jerusalem Council”
concluded that circumcision and Old Testament law keeping were to
have no place in the new covenant (Acts 15:24-25). While men were at
liberty to privately observe certain physical elements of the old law, as
long they did not violate the laws of God under the Christian Age, they
were not allowed to bind those observances on anyone else (see Rom.
14 and 1 Cor. 8). A return to Judaism and its practices after having
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obeyed the Gospel of Christ was described as a return to slavery (Gal.
5:1), and declared to be an abandonment of the true way to the Father
(Heb. 10:26). Despite these warnings, many in the first century were
unable to fully see and appreciate the glory of God in the new covenant
because their eyes were dimmed by an unhealthy and unbiblical
attachment to the Law of Moses. In this fashion their spiritual eyes (i.e.,
their minds) had been blinded.

A Rejection Of Christ’s Deity

Satan also worked to blind the minds of men through the teaching
that Jesus Christ was not the Son of the living God. Many of those who
held this opinion of Jesus were associated with the Gnostic movement.
It has long been believed that John was inspired to write his Gospel
account and 1 John to answer the Gnostic heresy. John identified those
who opposed the deity of Christ as “antichrists” (1 Jn. 2:18, 22). These
“antichrists” (plural) were not one specific person to come toward the
end of time (as supposed by the premillennialists), but the term was
descriptive of anyone who denied that Jesus came as God in the flesh.
For this reason, John wrote that the Word, who was God in the
beginning, came in the flesh (Jn. 1:1, 14). It is also why John wrote
about having seen Jesus with his eyes and having touched Him with his
hands (1 Jn. 1:1). It was John’s desire that men not be blinded by the
unsubstantiated rumors about Christ. Rather, he wanted all men to
“believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing” all
might have life in His name (Jn. 20:31).

Satan’s true intention was to blind men from the very fact that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. The one who has faith in the person and
power of Christ will be privileged to see the light of God’s glory in its
fullest (2 Cor. 4:4). If a man refuses to believe that Jesus in the Son of
God (no matter if that refusal comes from his own misunderstanding or
from being misled by someone else), then “the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God” will not shine upon him. No
light means no forgiveness and no fellowship, which, in turn, means no
salvation from sin for man and no glory for God. In that sense, Satan
scores a “double victory” when one refuses to recognize and appreciate
Christ for who He really is.

Elevation Of Human Reasoning

What better way to veil man from the Truth of the Gospel and from
the brightness of God’s glory than to allow him to believe that he is
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smart enough to “direct his own steps” (Jer. 10:23). Every generation
has needed to discard this veil. God has blessed man with intellect,
reason, and education. Medical discoveries, space exploration, and
findings in nature are all made possible through God’s blessings to
man, not through sheer human accomplishments. Man has always been,
and will forever continue to be, dependent upon God. Attitudes that
reflect otherwise simply veil the minds of men from knowing and
accepting the Truth.

The mess seen in the religious world that surrounds us in modern-
day America exemplifies this danger. Why are there differing denomi-
national churches found virtually on every corner? Why are their
various doctrines taught despite the clarity and unity of Scripture? Why
do the phrases, “I just feel,” or, “it seems to me,” come up in almost
every religious discussion instead of what the Bible says? Why do men
tell stories about angels visiting them with new “revelations,” which
contradict “the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Ju.
3)? The answers to all of these questions are found in the self-elevation
of human opinion.

There is no way for a man, any man, to know what God wants for
him unless God first reveals it. Once it has been revealed, there is no
way man can improve upon it. To help prevent our minds from being
blinded to the Truth of the Gospel and the full glory of God, may we
learn not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think
(Rom. 12:3). Moreover, may we learn that man is not wise or knowl-
edgeable enough to direct his own steps (Jer. 10:23).

Pursuit Of Fleshly Desires

It is not likely that a man would start down a path of worldly desire
with the belief that such a path would make him spiritually complete.
Therefore, this veil of the mind is not approached in the same manner
as those previously mentioned. The veils of Judaism mixed with
Christianity, Gnosticism, or human opinion can be placed upon the
heart and mind of man under the guise of “religion.” Worldly pleasures,
however, are different. When most start their pursuit of fulfilling the
desires of the flesh without regard for God’s Word, they do so
understanding the distinct contrast between their personal choices and
the divine expectations of God for their lives. Yet, the longer they
pursue those desires, the more easily they begin to justify their own
actions. They begin to convince themselves that what they are doing is
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acceptable. Eventually, they refuse to remember or acknowledge God
in their hearts (Rom. 1:28), which, in turn, allows them to practice
“sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness ... undiscerning, untrust-
worthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful” (Rom. 1:29-31), freedom
from guilt or moral qualms.

CONCLUSION

If we are naïve enough to believe that such attitudes cannot be
developed by people in our current society, including some in the
Lord’s church, then we are sadly and dangerously mistaken. The veil
of self-indulgence and fleshly lusts may be the most prominent
covering of our generation. Christ came into the world that we might
have light, and through that light that all things could be exposed (Eph.
5:13). May we hold up Christ as the true Light. Doing that, we will
ensure that no spiritual veil will block us from seeing the light of God.
Furthermore, by holding up that Light (Christ), we will help men to
remove the veils the “god of this age” has placed over their hearts.

Thanks be to God “the Father who has qualified us to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in the light” (Col. 1:12).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the New King James Version
unless otherwise noted.
2 Melvin Curry, “The Book of 2 Corinthians” Truth Commentaries ed.
Mike Williams (Bowling Green, KY: Gospel of Truth Commentaries,
n.d.), 125.
3 Adam Clarke’s Commentary On The Bible, electronic version (E-
sword).
4 Paul T. Bulter, “Second Corinthians.” Bible Study Textbook Series
(Joplin, MO: College Press Publishing Company, 1988), 95.
5 Ibid.
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